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Eco students tour continues
By Joe Hendricks
Herald Staff

SA NFO RD - The
Ecological Student Citizens of
Seminole Cou nty will contin­
ue its tou r of local public p re­
scn tations with an invited
appearance at the Thursday
night's monthly Seminole
County Democrat ic Executive
Com mittee meeting.

The May 24 meeting w ill be
held at the Seminole Co unty
North Branch Library, at 150
N. Palmetto Avenue, in down­
town Sanford. The mee ting
will begin at 7 p.m .

The Eco Stud ents w ill give
a short presen tation on w ha t
they feel Seminole County
cities need to d o to participate
in becoming more en viron­
me ntally friendly. The p resen­
tation will focu s on the eco­
nomic impact "going g reen"
ca n have for city govern­
ments.

" Environmentally friend ly
p ractices are good for the
planer, but the rea l benefi t for
local go vernment lies in the
tremendous amount of tax
d ollars that can be saved,"
said Ed d ie Hollenbeck, Cha ir
of the Eco logical Student
Citizens o f Seminole County.

" Even just one t EED certi­
ficd sch ool, on a national
average, ca n save over
$100,000 a yea r and carries
only a sho rt one-year payback
on the initia l investment of
being more ecolog ica lly
friendly, This is jus t one exam-

p Ie of how cities are sav ing
hund red s of thousands o f tax­
payer dolla rs all o ver the
coun try," Hollenbeck said,
d uring an address given to
members of the Council of
Local Go vernments
(CALNO ).

"Some are doing this sim­
ply because of small infra­
structure changes in what
b rand o f office p roducts they
pu rchase and others because
they are adhering to new
tEED building standa rds that
have bee n created by the u .s.
Green Building Cou ncil,"
Hollenbeck added .

Eco Students began in
Februa ry as a service-learning
project in a class ca lled
Ecological Citizenship . The
group in itially consisted of 14
Sem inole Communi ty College
honor stud ents. The p rogram
is not affili ated wi th the
school, but some of the stu ­
d ents are earni ng mdepend ­
cnt study cred its while pursu­
ing w hat they believe to be a
worthy cause. The g roup's
efforts w ill come to an end in
mid -June, in conjunction w ith
the end of the current su mmer
semester at Seminole
Com mu nity College .

Abou t the group's cause,
Hollenbeck said, " It' s not a
red or b lue issue, it' s tru ly a
green issue involving eco­
nomics a nd the environ ment."

The Eco Stu dents' primary
focus is on edu cating
Seminole County's elected
officials about the u .S.

Mayors Climate Protection
Agree me nt and encouraging
local mayors to sign the agree­
mcnt that already signed by
more than 500 ma yors nation­
w ide. The Eco Students hope
to appt' ,u befo re Cou nty
Com missione rs in o rder to
address the mailer at a county
level.

The u .s. Mayors Climate
Protection A gree ment w as
spearheaded by Sea ttle
Mayor, Greg N ickels and ca lls
for m ayors to join together
and develop action pl ans on
w ays to eliminate the amount
of greenhouse gases their
cities a re producing . Solutions
include p ubl ic transportation
improvemen ts, equip ment
purchases, and e ven gas-alter­
n atives fo r City Fleets.

Accordi ng to Ed d ie
Hollenbeck, the agree men t
wa s d rafted after the U.S.
government chose not to ratio
fy the Kyoto Protocol, an
amend ment to the interna­
tional trea ty on climate
cha nge tha t deals w ith
mandatory em ission lim ita­
tions for the red uction of
greenhouse gas emissions.

Fo r more informa tion about
the Eco Stud ents, contact
Edd ie Hollt.' nbeck at 800-390­
2029 or bye-mail at :
eddieeecostudents.org.


